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WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 
 

WesterNDIS alliance launched across Western NSW 

 
Currajong Disability Services CEO Jeff Evans at the CDS head office in Parkes. 

 

NDIS choice and control now at your fingertips in Western NSW  
 
WesterNDIS has launched today, bringing together the National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS) 
expertise of four trusted local not-for-profit businesses to support people across western NSW to get 
the most out of the NDIS. 
 
The WesterNDIS portal is a collaboration between Birrang Enterprise Development Company, 
Currajong Disability Services, Marathon Health, and The Westhaven Association.  
It will connect people with a disability, their carers and support people to a range of NDIS services 
across Western NSW. 
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People visiting the online portal will be able to access information about accommodation options, 
allied health therapies, support to access employment and social activities, options to learn new 
skills, and how support coordination can help them.  
 
People can register to receive preplanning support and help to get their application together. They 
can also register where they are up to on their NDIS journey, their interests and the kinds of services 
they would like to hear about into the future.  
 
Jeff Evans, CEO at Currajong Disability Services said that the collaboration stemmed from a desire to 
ƎƛǾŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛƴ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ b{² ǘƘŜ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻǾŜǊ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘŜƳŜΩǎ 
promises. 
 
άaǳŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƳŀŘŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜ b5L{ ǿƛƭƭ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊs. In our view 
we are looking forward to building partnerships with other providers so we create the right 
conditions for the development of easy access to our services; to support people living with a 
Řƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǊǳǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƳƻǘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΦέ 
 
ά²Ŝ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻŦ ŀ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛǾŜ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘΣ ŀƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ 
available from a range of quality providers across the region, and for people with a disability to tell 
us what the services they are looking for, now and into ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦέ 
 
 ά²Ŝ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƳƻǊŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ b{² ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƻǳǘ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ b5L{Σέ ǎŀƛŘ aǊ 9ǾŀƴǎΦ 
 
Roadshows are planned across western NSW to introduce people the NDIS internet site (portal) and 
to explain how thŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ǳǎŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳΦ 
 
People with a disability, their carers or support workers can visit www.westerndis.com.au to 
register, email ask@westerndis.com.au for more information or find us on Facebook. 
 
The National Disability Insurance Scheme commenced rollout in Western NSW on 1 July 2017. 

 

 
 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

file:///C:/Users/jenet.stewart/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/SALFEQFT/www.westerndis.com.au
file:///C:/Users/jenet.stewart/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/SALFEQFT/ask@westerndis.com.au


Issue 17 – September 18, 2017 

Mental First Aid courses offered in Parkes and Forbes 
TAFE NSW will be delivering Mental Health First Aid and Youth Mental Health First Aid as part of a 
commitment to addressing a huge shortage in a growing industry. 
The course, which will be offered in Forbes, Parkes and Orange will cost $270 and enrolments can be 
finalised via the link below of at your nearest TAFE campus. 
 
Enrolment link - https://www.tafewestern.edu.au/search-courses and use Mental health First Aid as 
the keyword) or call in to your nearest TAFE Campus. 
 

¶         Mental Health First Aid ς ORANGE ς 30th and 31st August  
 

¶         YOUTH Mental Health First Aid ς ORANGE ς 12th and 13th September  
 

¶         YOUTH Mental Health First Aid ς FORBES ς 24th and 25th October  
 

¶         Mental Health First Aid ς PARKES ς 8th and 9th November  
 
Course enquiries contact Sharna Dean on 63915644 or email sharna.dean1@tafensw.edu.au 

 

 
Currajong Disability Services clients Christina deDobbelaar and Tara Dennis at TAFE Western 

 
ALSO IN THIS ISSUE …   
Jeff Evans, Kitchen Essentials at TAFE, International Person with Disability Day info, news from our 
Care groups and more! We have a bumper newsletter inside so check it out and dƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ ǘƻ ŎƘŜŎƪ 
out our new Facebook page and website www.currajong.org.au 

https://www.tafewestern.edu.au/search-courses
mailto:sharna.dean1@tafensw.edu.au
http://www.currajong.org.au/
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Have you checked out our Facebook page and website? 
CDS has recently launched a new Facebook pages and website ς www.currajong.org.au 
Keep up-to-date with all the latest info and news from staff and client profiles through to NDIS 
updates and key stats on the disability sector.  
 
We have some great photo galleries, slideshows and videos of all the happenings at CDS and stories 
on the amazing things our stakeholders are doing in the community. Thanks for your support and 
please keep liking and sharing our page and our posts! Check out our new website to keep up-to-
date at CDS ς http://currajong.org.au/ 
 

 
Currajong Disability Services clients Peter Rawson, Karen Willis, John Dwyer and Ross McCulloch. 

 

http://www.currajong.org.au/
http://currajong.org.au/
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Currajong Disability Services client Blake Huntley stamping bags.  
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STAFF PROFILE 

 

JEFF EVANS, 21 forever, Parkes 

STAFF PROFILE 

JEFF EVANS, 21 forever , CDS CEO 

Time in role  ð Less than a year  

What do you like the most about CDS and your role?  I like that CD is a grass roots 

organisation birthed by the community and governed by committed community 

volunteers. I also lov e working with the dedicated and loyal staff of CDS whose 

genuine care for the people we su pport inspires me to do my job to the best of my 

ability and look for innovative and creative solutions to ensure CDS continues to 

provide the highest quality service for many years to come.  

Why are you working in this industry?  The opportunity to make a genuine difference  

in the lives of individuals and their families.  

If you werenõt in this industry what would you be doing? Working in any other field of 

human support services.  

What was the best advice you were ever given ? A leader plants trees they never sit 

under  the shade of so if you õre only planting for today nothing you do will last!  
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Email your photos and stories to – dane.millerd@currajong.org.au for our next weekly 
newsletter email.  

Deadline is 10am each Thursday. 

The weekly email newsletter is designed to keep everyone abreast of events and changes 
within the organisation in relation to the NDIS and subsequent implementation. 

Do you have any feedback? Email us at feedback@currajong.org.au 

Your comments are confidential and will go directly to the CEO for consideration.  

We encourage all stakeholders to send through their views so we can all strive to make 
Currajong Disability Services a better and more progressive organisation. 

 
Currajong Disability Services CEO Jeff Evans at the CDS head office in Parkes. 

 

mailto:feedback@currajong.org.au
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KITCHEN ESSENTIALS BEGINS AT TAFE WESTERN PARKES 

 
Currajong Disability Services clients at Kitchen Essentials at TAFE Western in Parkes. 

EIGHT CDS clients attended the new TAFE Western SOA in Kitchen Essentials course on 
Friday September 8. 

The course, which covered everything from teaching hygienic practices for food safety, 
clean kitchen premises and equipment, prepare and produce simple dishes as well prepare 
and present sandwiches was very popular and well received by the group. 

άOur guys absolutely loved itΣέ ǎŀƛŘ LƴŘƛƎƻ YǊƛŜŘŜƳŀƴƴΣ ¢ŜŀƳ [ŜŀŘŜǊ 5ƛǊŜŎǘ /ŀǊŜΦ 

άThey had all had some exposure to hospitality before which certainly helped. 

ά¢AFE Western and Parkes College have provided not just an important course but an 
employment pathway and social confidence some of clients previously never hadΦέ 

Classes run from 9:30am to 1:30pm each Friday and the course is fully subsidised for eligible 
students. 
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Bon Appetit! Currajong Disability Services clients cooked some amazing dishes last Friday. 

 

NEWS FROM OUR PARTNERS 

Currajong Carers Support Group News 
 
Carers Australia NSW is also running NDIS workshops throughout the region over the next few 
months to get the best outcome from the NDIS for the person they care for and themselves. 
The two-part workshop focuses on building knowledge and skills to help carers to make informed 
choices when accessing the NDIS. The aim is to raise awareness and functionality for carers as well 
as accessibility.  
Day 1 will consist of an introduction to the NDIS while Day 2 will focus on the role as a carer in the 
NDIS.  
 
TIME - Workshops run from 10.00am to 1.30pm. Attendance both days is required. 
LOCATIONS - Bathurst ς 22nd February + 8th March, 2018; Cowra ς 17th August + 31st August, 
2017; Dubbo ς 10th August + 24 August, 2017; Orange ς 21st February + 7th March, 2018; Parkes ς 
16th August + 30 August, 2017. 
 
MORE INFORMATION & PHONE REGISTRATION - e: education@carersnsw.org.au (p: 02 9280 4744) 
ONLINE REGISTRATION - www.surveymonkey.net/r/ndissdm 
 
A big congrats also to all involved for securing a grant for National Carers Week (Oct 15-21). The 
effort and dedication as always is amazing. Well done! 

mailto:education@carersnsw.org.au
http://www.surveymonkey.net/r/ndissdm
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Currajong Carers Support Group is here to support and offer assistance as well be a sounding board. 
They are a tremendous sub-committee and important part of the CDS family. 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

OCTOBER 15-21 – National Carers Week 

DECEMBER 3 – International Day of People with a Disability 

(Watch this space for more info or contact our office on 68634317) 

*Do you have an event you would like to submit to our calendar? Let us know 

so we can promote your special day. 

CAREER QUIZ 
 
People come to work in the care sector from all kinds of backgrounds and from every part of our 
community. 

If youôre looking for a new and rewarding challenge, but are not sure what's right for you, take 
our Career Quiz.  Itôs a fun and easy way to see what type of role would suit you best. 

https://www.carecareers.com.au/page/career-quiz 
 

 
 

 

https://www.carecareers.com.au/quiz/career-quiz
https://www.carecareers.com.au/page/career-quiz
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International Day of People with Disability (IDPwD) is 

held on 3 December each year 

IDPwD is a United Nations sanctioned day that is celebrated internationally. It aims 

to increase public awareness, understanding and acceptance of people with 

disability and celebrate the achievements and contributions of people with disability. 

The Australian Government has been supporting IDPwD since 1996 and provides 

funds to promote and raise awareness of the day around Australia. 

Information on how individuals and organisations can get involved in the day and 

how to break down barriers (both structural and attitudinal) for people with disability 

can be found on this website. 

Nominate here - http://www.idpwd.com.au/ 

 
FLASHBACK: (L-R) CDS client Shannon Miller with former staff member Roberta Stone 
 

 
 

http://www.idpwd.com.au/
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CLIENT PROFILE 

Ashley Stronach, 20, Parkes  
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What do you love most about CDS?  Friends and staff.  

What is your favourite thing to do here?  Cooking and tennis.  

How long have you been at CDS?  About 3 years.  

What would you change about CDS?  Nothing. I like everything exactly how it 

is. 
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PHOTO GALLERY 
 

 
Currajong Disability Services client Jye Jeffery getting his face painted.  

 



Issue 17 – September 18, 2017 

 
Currajong Disability Services client Cooper Thomson playing games at CDS Parkes.  
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Currajong Disability Services client Dearne Callaghan recently celebrating her birthday. 
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Currajong Disability Services client Jye Jeffery with his new Terminator face. 
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Above: Karen Willis, John Dwyer, Ross McCulloch and Peter Rawson at Born To Read in Condo. 

 


