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WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 

FIONA SHAVES FOR LEUKAEMIA 

 
ABOVE: Fiona McGonigal (seated, centre) with Trilbie Bermingham and Debbie 

Hewitt after shaving her head for the Leukaemia Foundation for the Worldôs Greatest 

Shave.  

FIONA McGonigal  shaved her head to raise vital funds for the Leukaemia 

Foundation via the Worldõs Greatest Shave today in front of a full house at 

Currajong Disability Services in Parkes.  

òIõm on a mission to shave the world from blood cancer,ó said Fiona who had raised 

$459 out of $1000 she had targeted at the time of the shave.  
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òIf I can get more people to sponsor me it will assist families facing blood cancer 

and give them the emotional and practical support they need.  

òYouõll also fund vital research to help more people survive blood cancers, while 

improving their quality of life,ó Fiona said. 

Shaved by Trilbie Bermingham, who entered last year, Fiona lost all her locks amid a 

round of applause from clients and staff.  

òEvery day another 35 Australians are diagnosed with a blood cancer. Thatõs one 

Aussie every 41 minutes,ó Fiona said. 

òAlthough research is improving survival, sadly an Australian loses their life to blood 

cancer every two hours.  

òI am still happy to take sponsors!ó 

To get involved and support Fiona on her  mission to shave the world of blood 

cancer go to this link 

ð https://secure.leukaemiafoundation.org.au/r egistrant/FundraisingPage.aspx?Refe

rrer=%26Referrer%3Ddirect%252fnone&RegistrationID=740886  
 

 

ABOVE: Trilbie shaves the last part of Fionaôs hair.  

https://secure.leukaemiafoundation.org.au/registrant/FundraisingPage.aspx?Referrer=%26Referrer%3Ddirect%252fnone&RegistrationID=740886
https://secure.leukaemiafoundation.org.au/registrant/FundraisingPage.aspx?Referrer=%26Referrer%3Ddirect%252fnone&RegistrationID=740886
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AUTISM AWARENESS NIGHT @ THE BLUE DISH  

APRIL 6 

 

 

A COCKTAIL Fundraising Evening - Under the Blue Dish, for Central West Autism & Special Needs 

Awareness Group (CWASNAG) will be held on Saturday April 6 at the CSIRO Parkes Telescope (The 

Dish). 

 

Bookings essential and limited to 250. The night will be an adult only event. Cost is $55pp - incl. 

canapes, curry buffet, glass of bubbly/beer on arrival. Bus from Parkes (extra $10), location for pick up 

and drop off will be determined closer to the event. Dress - Cocktail (blue theme).  

 

Enjoy the Blue Dish with - a presentation about CWASNAG, a panel of 4 who are experts on children 

with autism, live music, Central West Astronomical Society Telescopes for viewing the night sky and a 

lucky door prize. Hope to see you there! 
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DID YOU KNOW WE OFFER A PAPER SHREDDING SERVICE? 

CALL US TODAY ON 6863 4713 OR EMAIL US AT 

mail@currajong.org.au 

 

 

mailto:mail@currajong.org.au
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ABOVE: (Back L-R) ς Deitre Jackson with Maree Mulligan (Ladies Lounge); (Front L-R) Dearnne 

Callghan and Cherie Lovett.  

LADIES LOUNGE KIND DONATION TO CDS SEWING GROUP 

CURRAJONG Disability Services Sewing Group has again been the fortunate 

beneficiary of a kind donation from another local community group ð the Ladies 

Lounge Parkes.  

  

Maree Mulligan, Co -ordinatior/ Founder of the Ladies Lounge and her fabulous 

group, who have long been supporters of CDS have again done their part and 

contributed a kind donation.  

  

òWe had been setting aside some money each meeting to donate to the CDS 

Sewing Group,ó said Maree. 

  

òCurrajong is an important organisation in the community and we truly value them 

and the sewing group.  

  

òToday we are pleased to announce a donation of $110 to the Currajong Disability 

Services Sewing Group,ó Maree said. 

  

For CDS Sewing Group Co -ordinator Deitre  Jackson, the funds are vital to enable 

the group to continue running and purchase necessary sewing supplies.  
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òThe generous donation will go to sewing and craft equipment,ó said Deitre. 

  

òIt wonõt get wasted. 

  

òWe will be able to purchase more cotton and other relevant items for our group to 

keep working,ó she said. 

  

òIt is these little but important community gestures that help organisations like us 

continue to survive and for that we are extremely thankful.ó 
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ABOVE: Sarah Bowkett at Mid Lachlan Aboriginal Home Management on the job 
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WORLD DOWN SYNDROME DAY MARCH 21 
World Down Syndrome Day (also known as WDSD) is a global awareness initiative that has been backed by the 

United Nations since 2012. 

 

 

It has been spearheaded by Down Syndrome International, which has linked up with national charities across the 

world to develop activities and events to raise awareness and support for those living with Down syndrome. It also 

highlights the facts of what itôs like to have Down syndrome, and how those with Down syndrome have, and 

continue to play, a vital role in our communities. 

 

 

The date itself has been selected for very clever reasons; it is held on the 21st day of the 3rd month, which is a hat-

tip to the uniqueness of the triplication of the 21st chromosome which leads to Down syndrome. 

 

 

So celebrate today by wearing your odd socks in recognition of today - World Down Syndrome Day! 

 

 
ABOVE: Maralyn Nash with Sarah Bowkett during an art therapy session 
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CONGRATS TO PARKES CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 

 
Team Parkes came home with the inaugural school trophy from the Birdman Rally held in 
Melbourne last weekend. The impressive flight of 10m piloted by Year 12 Parkes Christian 
School student Jesse Magill was even more of a victory after the huge disappointment of 
the Parkes High School team not being able to participate due to the inherent risk to the 
pilot. 

Parkes Christian School very generously welcomed the Parkes High students into the 
newly formed Team Parkes, and was happy to share the medals with their new team 
mates. 

The 14 engineering students from Parkes were the only entries from outside Victoria. They 
worked tirelessly for five months perfecting their plane designs to get the longest flight 
leaping from a four-metre wharf into the Yarra River. 

Thousands of spectators lined the banks of the Yarra to watch 19 pilots leap off the platform 
and raise money for charity. Parkes Christian School won the Flying Class section in 2017 
and was very excited to come away with another win for their fourth year of participation. It 
was the first time students from Parkes High School had participated. (Story courtesy of 
Parkes Phoenix).  
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DISABILITY ROYAL COMMISSION GAINS 
MOMENTUM 

 

ABOVE: Donna Apps, Jeanette Lovett and Karen Willis. One-in-five Australians have 
an impairment, either from birth, or acquired through an accident, illness or ageing.  

A royal commission into the mistreatment of disabled Australians is starting to take shape, 
with the Morrison government releasing draft terms of reference and agreeing to fully fund 
it. 

The federal government is proposing to investigate the violence, abuse, neglect and 
exploitation of Australians with disabilities, wherever it has taken place. 

Greens senator Jordon Steele-John, who was the driving force behind the royal 
commission, said redress should have been explicitly mentioned in the terms. 

"A clear pathway forward for survivors of violence, abuse, exploitation and neglect must be 
included in any royal commission including prosecution, investigation and most importantly, 
redress," he said in a statement. 

Prime Minister Scott Morrison said the inquiry would cover people with cognitive 
impairments as well as physical disabilities. 

He said there would be no time limit on cases to be considered.  


